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“Behold I come: in the volume of the book it is written of Me: I delight to do
Thy will, O My God, and Thy law is in the depths of My Heart” (Ps 39:8,9).



The Questions and Answers of the Revised Baltimore Catechism CONTENTS
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“Behold the handmaid df the Lord; be it done to me
according to thy word” (Luke 1:38)

Unit |
WALKING HIS WAY

THE children were gathered in the church for the nine o’clock
Mass. It was the first day of school. The pastor was offering the
Mass of the Holy Spirit to beg God’s blessing on teachers and
pupils.

‘““The church is the place to start school,” said Father, when
time came for the sermon. “The Holy Spirit is our real
Teacher. Our minds and hearts are His pupils. To them He
gives the lessons of happiness. The school building next door
is only a place to continue your learning. That’s why we came
first to church this morning. May the Holy Spirit make you
live the faith given at your Baptism. May the work of the
year consist in doing God’s will, living for holiness.”

When the eighth grade had assembled after Mass in their
bright and cheerful room, Fred asked: “Sister, what is the
religion work going to be about this year?”

“You are an ‘eager beaver,” aren’t you?” said Sister. “The
rest of you look very much alive, too. I hope you will be as
anxious about learning a few days from now. But, Fred, I
shall answer your question by asking you one. What were the
pastor’s last words in his talk this morning?”

“Something about doing God’s will and living for holi-
ness,” answered Fred. “He told us to imitate Our Lady who
did God'’s holy will so perfectly. He told us to remember her
answer to the Angel Gabriel: ‘Behold the handmaid of the
Lord, be it done to me according to thy word’.” :

“That’s correct. That will be the theme of this year’s eighth
grade work in religion. Father Potter has planned the course..
It will be interesting. It will review all you have learned in
religion since the first grade.”

“Won’t that be hard, Sister? Eight years’ work in one,”
asked Agnes.

“Oh, no. We are not going over every bit of it. We are
going to emphasize some things a Catholic should never for-
get. You are no longer little folks. In a few short months.
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people will call you ‘young men’ and ‘young women.’ So this
year we must stress what will help you to lead a good Catholic
life,” said Sister.

“Is a good Catholic life the same as holiness, Sister?” ques-
tioned Mark, a new student.

“Yes, a good Catholic life means believing and doing what
God wants us to believe and do; and if we do that, we shall
become holy. But, here comes Father Potter. He will tell you
more about it.”’

“Good morning, Father,” the children chorused, as the
door opened.

“Well, that’s a real greeting, children. A good morning to
you all, and a good new year at school. You look as though
you had already started to learn something. Am I right?”
asked Father.

“Yes, Father,” said Marian. “Sister was telling us about
holiness. She told us that the work this year will be about
‘living for holiness.””

“I hope you will like it,” Father continued. “When I
thought of the work during the summer, I recalled something
I heard years ago. ‘The eighth grade is like turning the last
page of a chapter only to find the next chapter better.” So,
I want this ‘page-turning’ year to get you ready for the next
and better chapter of your lives.”

“Sister said that you would go over all the religion we ever
learned. Will that be hard, Father?” asked Miriam.

“No, indeed. It will be pleasant. It will be like a jig-saw
puzzle where you put together all the odd-shaped pieces of
wood. When you've finished, it makes a beautiful picture.

But, let me ask a question. There are some words painted in
the sanctuary of the Church. We can use them for a slogan
or motto during the year. Can anybody recall them?”

“Would it .be the three words painted up near the ceil-
ing, Father?” asked Catherine. “They are, ‘Sanctus,. Sanctus,
Sanctus,” I think.”

“Good for you. Can anyone tell me why they make a good
slogan for a year of living for holiness?”’

4

“Don’t they mean ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’?” asked James.

“Yes. Let’s think of them often during the year. God is
holy and His plan is that we be holy, too. ‘You, therefore
are to be perfect, even as your heavenly Father is perfect:
(M_ati:‘. 5:48). All men should try to do God’s will on earth
as it is done in heaven. Then there would arise to God the
praise that is due Him. ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts.
The heavens and earth are full of Thy glory.” ”

Father, when I was in the country during the summer,
I heard a priest say in a sermon, that there are many saints
today, and many holy people,” said Frank.

“Very true, Frank. Our present Holy Father, Pope Pius
XII, has' named forty-four persons Blessed,” among them
twenty-nine martyrs. He has canonized twelve saints,” replied

Father.

“Did they live long ago, when the Church 2"
asked Margaret. e

“No, indeed. Many of them belonged to the last century.
Some of. them died in our own century. In fact, at the cere-
monies in Rome when they were named Blessed or Saint,
some of their own relatives and friends were present. Wasn't
that interesting?”’

“And, Father, the priest I heard this summer said that it
showed that we could be very good, if we tried, and used the
grace of God,” added Frank.

Im gla<.:1 you remembered the sermon so well, Frank.
It ﬁFs in leth our lesson on holiness. Holiness is following
Chr1§t. It is for everybody. Here’s a definition that you can
put in your note-book,” said Father.

Father went to the board and wrote, “Holiness is doing the
will of Goq promptly, generously, consistently, out of love.”
He underlined the words, ‘promptly,” ‘generously,” ‘consist-
ently,” ‘out of love. “They are important words, each of
them,” he said.

When they had finished writing, Father asked: “Do you
know what it means to do God’s will?”
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