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Exercise 1.  Proper and Common Nouns 
 

 1. creatures, common; God, proper; angels, men, 
common.  2. Cotton, common; Egypt, proper; fibers, 
common.  3. Saint Regina, proper; daughter, judge, 
common.     4. Father William Corby, proper, absolution, 
battlefield, common; Gettysburg, proper.       5. child, 
school, common.  6. “Gradatim,” proper; poem, common; 
Josiah Holland, proper.  7. Africa, Torrid Zone, proper.  
8. automobiles, common; Greenland, proper; jeeps, 
common.  9. Christ, proper; thieves, common.  10. moon, 
sunlight, common.  11. Tulips, daffodils, flowers, common.  
12. Abraham Lincoln, Kentucky, proper.    13. Saint Joseph, 
proper; shop, common; Nazareth, proper.  14. Robert 
Fulton, proper; steamboat, common.  15. sister, common; 
Immaculata College, proper.  16. street, crossings, common.  
17. Penguins, common; Antarctica, proper.  18. Lent, Ash 
Wednesday, proper.  19. Boys, girls, saints, common.       
20. railroad, common; Cape Town, Cairo, Cecil Rhodes, 
proper.  21. God, proper; gifts, common.  22. Joseph Lister, 
proper; antiseptics, surgery, common.  23. Father Junipero 
Serra, proper; missions, coast, common; California, proper.  
24. Catholic, Pacific Ocean, proper.  25. farmers, common; 
Africa, proper; machinery, common. 
 
Exercise 2.  Collective Nouns 
 

 1. cast.  2. herd.  3. tribe.  4. group.  5. fleet.  6. troop.  
7. flock.  8. covey.  9. bevy.  10. family.  11. audience.   
12. majority.  13. club.  14. mob.  15. army.  16. class.   
17. team.  18. committee.  19. company.  20. orchestra.   
21. Navy.  22. party.  23. yoke.  24. crew.  25. congregation. 
 
Exercise 3.  Abstract Nouns 
 

 1. childhood.  2. Sacrifice, happiness.  3. firmness.  
4. Punctuality.  5. height.  6. blackness.  7. courage.   
8. Beauty, beauty.  9. cruelty.  10. kindness, roughness.  
11. bravery.  12. sincerity.  13. boyhood.  14. rebellion.  
15. pressure.   16. loneliness.  17. sleepiness.   
18. pleasure.  19. modesty.  20. friendship.  21. width.  
22. purity.  23. amusement.  24. scholarship.   
25. sickness.  26. imitation.  27. liveliness.   
28. womanhood.  29. government.  30. brotherhood. 
 

Exercise 4.  Person and Gender of Nouns 
 

 1. people, first; Constitution, third.  2. labor, Sunday, 
third.  3. Lillian, second; glove, third.  4. Sahara, desert, 
world, third.  5. Boys, second; chairs, third.  6. bedroom, 
third; Joseph, second; night, third.  7. Saint Monica, mother, 
Saint Augustine, third.  8. cooks, third; Theresa, second; 
broth, third.  9. Philip Sheridan, general, Civil War, third.  
10. Wheat, product, Australia, third. 11. Feminine.   
12. Masculine.  13. Neuter.  14. Feminine.  15. Feminine.  
16. Neuter.  17. Masculine.  18. Neuter.  19. Masculine.   

20. Feminine.  21. Masculine.  22. Masculine.   
23. Feminine.  24. Masculine.  25. Masculine.   
26. Feminine.  27. Masculine.  28. Feminine.  29. Feminine.  
30. Feminine. 
 
Exercise 5.  Number of Nouns 
 

 1. grapes.  2. canoes.  3. gulfs.  4. cupfuls.  5. mice.   
6. trolleys.  7. dishes.  8. halves.  9. alumni.  10. gentlemen.  
11. portfolios.  12. tornadoes or tornados.  13. Messrs. Cox 
or Mr. Coxes.  14. sons-in-law.  15. foxes.  16. proofs.   
17. shelves.  18. 9’s.  19. melodies.  20. beliefs.  21. solo, 
solos.  22. chimney, chimneys.  23. .........., ashes.  24. relic, 
relics.  25. volcano, volcanoes.  26. piano, pianos.   
27. measles, ........  28. memory, memories.   
29. .........., pincers. 30. trout, trout. 
 
Exercise 6.  Nouns Used as Subjects 
 

 1. Christ.  2. William Wordsworth.  3. Canberra.   
4. picture.  5. willow.  6. Persons.  7. Daniel Webster.   
8. Flag Day.  9. man.  10. traveler.  11. buildings.   
12. universe.  13. cry.  14. family.  15. means.  16. boats.   
17. citizen.  18. worship.  19. dictionary.  20. cabin.   
21. Chicago.  22. feathers.  23. Catholics.  24. child.   
25. President Roosevelt. 
 
Exercise 7.  Nouns Used as Predicate Nominatives 
 

 1. export.  2. sacramental.  3. crime.  4. food.   
5. country.  6. star.  7. spirits.  8. tombs.  9. organ.  10. gases.  
11. condition.  12. spot.  13. man.  14. cousins.   
15. Clermont.  16. assistant.     17. friends.  18. chairman.  
19. Father.  20. pests.  21. island.  22. pioneers.  23. key.   
24. story.  25. leader. 
 
Exercise 8.  The Nominative of Address 
 

 1. Mary.  2. Grace.  3. children.  4. Mother.  5. boys.  
6. Barbara.  7. Rose.  8. Judith.  9. Louis.  10. Martha.   
11. Winifred.  12. Martin.  13. boys.  14. Francis.   
15. Patrick.  16. Sarah.  17. girls.  18. Lord.  19. David.   
20. Peter.    21. Elizabeth.  22. Catherine.  23. George.     
24. Arthur.  25. Edward. 
 
Exercise 9.    The Nominative in Apposition and the 
 Nominative of Exclamation 
 

 The appositives and the words they explain are:   
1. covering; skin.  2. grassland; Sudan.  3. author; Leonard 
Feeney.  4. relic; melodeon.  5. Lord’s Prayer; Our Father.  
6. Julia; sister.  7. sacrament; Baptism.  8. drug; Penicillin.  
9. invention; reaper.  10. postmaster; Mr. Swartz.   
11. composer; Victor Herbert.  12. hero; Andrew Jackson.  
13. girl; Kathleen Campbell.  14. blossom; violet.   
15. patroness; Saint Cecilia.  16. sky.  17. Charity.   
18. crucifix.  19. hat.  20. dog. 
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Exercise 10.  Review of the Nominative  Case 
 

 1. water, subject.  2. form, subject; sleep, predicate 
nominative.  3. James Buchanan, subject; president, 
predicate nominative.        4. missionary, subject; Father de 
Smet, appositive.  5. roads, subject.  6. sister, exclamation; 
queen, predicate nominative.     7. Samuel F. B. Morse, 
subject; artist, appositive.  8. Angels, subject; spirits, 
predicate nominative.  9. chemistry, subject; children, 
address.  10. parade, exclamation.  11. professor, subject; 
Doctor Carver, appositive.  12. God, subject; love, predicate 
nominative.  13. set, subject.  14. auxiliary, subject; verb, 
predicate nominative.  15. Martha, subject; sister, appositive.  
16. Honesty, subject; policy, predicate nominative.  17. man, 
subject.  18. Anne, address.  19. statue, exclamation.   
20. Cairo, subject; capital, appositive; city, predicate 
nominative. 21. men, subject; Esther, address.  22. Florida, 
subject.  23. Demetrius Gallitzin, subject; priest, appositive; 
prince, predicate nominative.  24. address, subject; classic, 
predicate nominative.  25. June, subject; month, predicate 
nominative. 
 
Exercise 11.  The Possessive Case 
 

 1. sister’s, sisters’.  2. assemblyman’s, assemblymen’s.  
3. deer’s, deer’s.  4. neighbor’s, neighbors’.  5. choirboy’s, 
choirboys’.  6. wife’s, wives’.  7. Mr. Nolan’s, Messrs.  
Nolan’s (or Mr. Nolans’).  8. bride’s, brides’.  9. enemy’s, 
enemies’.  10. princess’s, princesses’.  11. bee’s, bees’.   
12. martyr’s, martyrs’.  13. child’s, children’s.  14. sister-in-
law’s, sisters-in-law’s.  15. Henry’s, Henrys’.  16. man’s, 
singular.  17. Father Coyne’s, singular.  18. sister-in-law’s, 
singular.  19. bird’s, singular.  20. Children’s, plural.   
21. Rupert’s, singular.  22. artists’, plural.  2   3. Misses 
Brown’s, plural.  24. brother’s, singular.  25. baby’s, 
singular. 
 
Exercise 12.  Writing the Possessive Case 
 

 (Note: Some authorities consider these possessive 
forms adjectives rather than nouns, just as the possessive 
forms of pronouns are considered possessive adjectives 
when they modify a noun.  The authors do not consider it 
essential, however, to point out such distinctions to pupils at 
this point.)  1. men’s.  2. Lucy’s.  3. grocer’s.  4. children’s.  
5. soldiers’.  6. Mrs. Bell’s.  7. calf’s.  8. editor’s.   
9. ladies’ (or lady’s).  10. heroes’.  11. brother-in-law’s.   
12. day’s.  13. Policemen’s.  14. maid’s.  15. journey’s.   
16. girl’s.  17. Sheep’s.  18. night’s.  19. winner’s.   
20. stone’s.  21. attorney general’s.  22. James’s.  23. hour’s.  
24. week’s.  25. fireman’s. 
 
Exercise 13.  Separate and Joint  Possession 
 

 1. Paul’s, Bernard’s.  2. Mother and Father’s.   
3. Wilson’s, Roosevelt’s.   4. Berenice’s, Alma’s.  5. Lee and 

Coll’s.  6. sister’s, brother’s.  7. Grant’s, Lee’s.  8. Mary and 
Martha’s.  9. Breen and Riley’s.  10. Beethoven’s, Bach’s.  
11. Kane’s, Kenneff’s.  12. Peter’s, Vincent’s.  13. Arthur’s, 
Bernard’s.  14. Wahl and Joyce’s.  15. uncle and aunt’s.   
16. David and Ronald’s.  17. Marie’s, Helen’s.  18. doctor’s, 
nurse’s.  19. Alice’s, Rose’s.    20. Brooke and White’s.   
21. Marian’s, brother’s.  22. Green and Nevil’s.  23. Sheed 
and Ward’s.  24. Caroline’s, Gertrude’s.  25. secretary and 
treasurer’s. 
 
Exercise 14.  Nouns Used as Direct Objects 
 

 1. news.  2. rivers.  3. multitude.  4. Mississippi River.  
5. helicopter.  6. slaves.  7. Mother.  8. parade.  9. diseases.  
10. habits.  11. natures.  12. gold, diamonds.  13. orders.   
14. God.  15. food.  16. missal.    17. germs.  18. bank.  
19. Holy Communion.  20. manners.  21. waste.  22. spirits.  
23. opportunities.  24. picture.  25. shrubs. 
 
Exercise 15.  Nouns Used as Objects of  Prepositions 
 

 1. Africa.  2. Mass, reverence.  3. building.   
4. invitation.  5. God.  6. hand, bush.  7. Sahara.  8. Terence.  
9. lake.  10. Negroes.  11. table.  12. water, weeks.  13. street.  
14. Holy Spirit.  15. bend.  16. Hudson River.  17. starch.   
18. world.  19. meals.  20. Me.   21. sheep.  22. top, 
Washington Monument.  23. Nile River.  24. World War I, 
children, Fatima.  25. work. 
 
Exercise 16.  Nouns Used as Indirect Objects 
 

 1. toy, direct; baby, indirect.  2. invitation, direct; 
Dolores, indirect.  3. story, direct; class, indirect.   
4. developments, direct; world, indirect.  5. apple, direct; 
pony, indirect.  6. service, direct; Union, indirect.  7. position, 
direct; brother, indirect.  8. respect, gratitude, direct; teachers, 
indirect.  9. project, direct; Andrew, indirect.  10. protection, 
direct; citizens, indirect.  11. money, direct; treasurer, 
indirect.  12. forgiveness, direct; sinner, indirect. 13. prayers, 
direct; sister, indirect. 14. independence, direct; Philippines, 
indirect.  15. grace, direct; world, indirect.  16. reason, direct; 
teacher, indirect.  17. basket, direct; friend, indirect.   
18. dress, direct; Ruth, indirect.  19. letter, direct; Marian, 
indirect.  20. coin, direct; beggar, indirect.  21. duty, direct; 
member, indirect.  22. plan, direct; pastor, indirect.  23. visit, 
direct; hospital, indirect.  24. watch, direct; John, indirect.    
25. gift, direct; mother, indirect. 
 
Exercise 17.  The Objective in Apposition 
 

 The appositives and the words they explain are:   
1.  Queen (Queen of the Holy Rosary); Mary.  2. General 
Stonewall Jackson; leader.  3. “Rip Van Winkle”; tale.   
4. antiseptic; acid.  5. peak; Mount McKinley.  6. Judith; 
sister.  7. Mars; planet.  8. president; Rose Dormer.  9. city; 
St. Augustine. 10. saint; Saint Rose of Lima.  11. Mr. 
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