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Exercise 1.  Proper and Common Nouns 

 1. Saint Agnes, proper; purity, common.   
2. king, common; Lord Baltimore, proper; land, 
common; America, proper.  3. Salmon, common; 
Columbia River, proper.  4. St. Louis, proper; 
market, common.  5. Quakers, Pennsylvania, 
proper.  6. Christ, Mount Calvary, proper.  7. Birds, 
seeds, common.  8. cousin, common; Portland, 
proper.  9. Saint Francis Xavier Cabrini, proper; 
woman, zeal, courage, common.  10. France, 
proper; country, common; Revolutionary War, 
proper.  11. general, fortitude, common.  12. God, 
Adam, Eve, Paradise, proper.  13. grace, prayer, 
sacraments, common.  14. Isthmus of Suez, Asia, 
Africa, proper.  15. Calcutta, proper; seaport, 
common; India, proper.  16. legislature, common; 
Illinois, proper; house, house, common.   
17. Vatican City, proper; pope, common; Italy, 
proper.  18. book, common; Joan, proper.   
19. Christ, proper; sacraments, common.   
20. Washington, Cornwallis, Yorktown, proper.  
21. diocese, rule, bishop, common.  22. England, 
World War II, proper.  23. Nylon, uses, common.  
24. Anne, Helen, proper; walk, park, common.   
25. Christ, proper; peace, world, common. 
 

Exercise 2.  Collective Nouns 

 1. squad.  2. committee.  3. assembly.  4. crew.  
5. drove.  6. orchestra. 7. flock.  8. multitude.   
9. battalion.  10. tribe.  11. group.  12. army.   
13. mob, band.  14. club.  15. swarm.  16. brigade.  
17. rabble.  18. family.  19. army. 20. legislature.  
21. class.  22. staff.  23. team.  24. covey.   
25. Congress. 
 

Exercise 3.  Person of Nouns 

 1. Third.  2. Second.  3. Second.  4. Third.   
5. Second.  6. First.   7. Second.  8. Third.   
9. Second.  10. Third.  11. Third.  12. Third.   
13. First.  14. Third.  15. Third.  16. First.   
17. Third.  18. Second.  19. First.  20. Third.   
21. Third.  22. Second.  23. Third.  24. Third.   
25. Third. 
 

Exercise 4.  Number of Nouns 

 1. chairs.  2. pansies.  3. loaves.  4. essays.   
5. roses.  6. newsboys.  7. ponies.  8. berries.   
9. cupboards.  10. bodies.  11. churches.   
12. spoonfuls.  13. enemies.  14. scarves (or scarfs).  
15. Portuguese.  16. hobbies.  17. teeth.   
18. mackerel. 19. sisters-in-law.  20. greenhouses.  

21. juryman, jurymen.  22. handful, handfuls.   
23. goose, geese.  24. a, a’s.  25. Mr. Lane, The Mr. 
Lanes or Messrs. Lane.  26. mosquito, mosquitoes.  
27. .............., tweezers. 28. cupful, cupfuls.   
29. measles, ..............   30. lily of the valley, lilies 
of the valley. 

 

Exercise 5. Writing the Plural Number of  Nouns 

 1. discoveries. 2. Forget-me-nots.  3. surgeons.  
4. Chinese 5. dairies 6. Eskimos 7. cargoes 8. Sheep  
9. Oxen.  10. butterflies.  11. 90’s.  12. glassfuls.  
13. Misses Keenan or Miss Keenans.  14. women.  
15. geese. 16. trout.  17. Potatoes.  18. turkeys.    
19. Missionaries.  20. mosquitoes.  21. cities.       
22. teeth. 23. engines. 24. stagecoaches. 25. leaves. 
 

Exercise 6.  Gender of Nouns 

 1. Masculine. 2. Masculine. 3. Feminine.       
4. Masculine.  5. Neuter.    6. Masculine.  7. Neuter.  
8. Masculine.  9. Masculine.  10. Masculine.        
11. Feminine.  12. Masculine.  13. Feminine.        
14. Feminine.  15. Neuter.     16. Masculine.        
17. Masculine.  18. Feminine.  19. Feminine.       
20. Feminine.  21. mother.  22. queen.  23. heroine.  
24. duck.  25. countess. 26. post-mistress.            
27. Louise. 28. wife.  29. sister.  30. goose.          
31. hostess.  32. land-lady.  33. mistress.              
34. actress.  35. duchess.  36. widow.  37. waitress.  
38. heiress.  39. lady (gentlewoman).  40. niece. 
 

Exercise 7.  Nouns Used as Subjects 

 1. Noe.  2. boys.  3. Carbohydrates.  4. foxes.  
5. Pride.  6. boy.  7. cities.  8. Adjectives.  9. river.  
10. players.  11. garden.  12. officer.  13. John.     
14. God.  15. lines.  16. voices.  17. vegetables.    
18. boy.  19. Matrimony.    20. man.  21. census.  
22. reaper.  23. Independence Day.  24. Canada.   
25. system. 
 

Exercise  8.    Nouns Used as Predicate  
 Nominatives 

 1. Tropic (Tropic of Cancer), subject; line, 
predicate nominative.  2. Rome, subject; city, 
predicate nominative.  3. John Carroll, subject; 
bishop, predicate nominative.  4. Washington, 
subject; capital, predicate nominative.  
5. Aluminum, subject; metal, predicate nominative.  
6. Alps, subject; mountains, predicate nominative.  
7. Ascension Thursday, subject; holyday, predicate 
nominative.  8. Americans, subject; people, 
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predicate nominative.  9. home, subject; school, 
predicate nominative.  10. highways, subject; 
dreams, predicate nominative. 11. Men, subject; 
men, predicate nominative. 12. rosary, subject; 
treasury, predicate nominative. 13. center, subject; 
New Orleans, predicate nominative. 14. Angels, 
subject; spirits, predicate nominative. 15. Saint 
Peter, subject; leader, predicate nominative.        
16. Gold, silver, subjects; metals, predicate 
nominative. 17. Economy, subject; mint, predicate 
nominative. 18. brother, subject; captain, predicate 
nominative. 19. San Francisco, subject; gateway, 
predicate nominative.  20. This, subject; bag, 
predicate nominative.  21. library, subject; door, 
predicate nominative. 22. boll weevil, subject; pest, 
predicate nominative.  23. They, subject; partners, 
predicate nominative.  24. Saint Blase, subject; 
bishop, predicate nominative.  25. I, subject; 
partner, predicate nominative. 
 

Exercise  9.    Nouns Used as Nominatives  
 of Address 

 1. Woodman.  2. Mary.  3. Edward.  4. Anna.  
5. Donald.  6. Robert. 7. Mary.  8. boys. 9. Michael.  
10. Lord  11. Father. 12. Eileen.  13. class.   
14. class  15. Mother 16. Guardian Angel 17. Uncle 
George.  18. Esther. 19. Regina.  20. Cecilia.   
21. children.  22. Gerald 23. Dolores  24. Girls  
25. Saint Anthony 
 

Exercise 10.  Appositives in the Nominative Case 

 The appositives and the words they explain 
are:  1. inventor; Edison.    2. Mr. Sheehan; visitor.  
3. stone; Granite.  4. capital; Denver.  5. Thomas; 
brother.  6. author; Jefferson.  7. island; Cuba.       
8. member; Robert Brennan.  9. people; We.        
10. poet; Joyce Kilmer.  11. grandfather; man.      
12. city; New York.  13. Ruth; sister.  14. inventor; 
Lee De Forest.  15. poem; “Paul Revere’s Ride.”  
16. “March King of America”; John Philip Sousa.  
17. maid; Kateri.  18. prayer; Memorare.  19. Tom 
Thumb; locomotive.  20. Mary Kane; friend.        
21. halfback; John Carroll.  22. members; Eskimos.  
23. manager; Paul. 24. son; Thomas. 25. bungalow; 
home. 
 

Exercise  11.  Review of the Nominative Case  

 1. jeep, subject.  2. Courtesy, subject; mark, 
predicate nominative.  3. cousin, subject; Elizabeth, 
appositive; Sister of Mercy, predicate nominative.  
4. failure, aim, subjects; crime, predicate 

nominative. 5. Francis, subject. 6. Typhoons, 
subject; storms, predicate nominative.  7. Blessed 
Virgin, subject; children, address.  8. Regina, 
address.  9. light, subject.  10. sturdiness, subject.  
11. William, subject; editor, predicate nominative.  
12. Scotty, address.  13. Malaria, subject; disease, 
predicate nominative.   14. Chicago, subject; center, 
predicate nominative.  15. brother, subject; Paul, 
appositive.  16. Blessed Virgin, subject.  17. Saint 
Peter, subject; pope, predicate nominative.           
18. Adam, subject; man, predicate nominative.    
19. Mary Immaculate, address. 20. Mount 
Vesuvius, subject; volcano, appositive.  21. brain, 
subject.  22. Pittsburgh, subject; center, appositive.  
23. children, address.  24. Cotton, subject; plant, 
predicate nominative. 25. California, Florida, 
Texas, subjects; states, predicate nominative. 
 

Exercise 12.  The Possessive Case 

 1. sailor’s, sailors, sailors’.  2. nurse’s, nurses, 
nurses’.  3. friend’s, friends, friends’.  4. teacher’s, 
teachers, teachers’.  5. pigeon’s, pigeons, pigeons’.  
6. sheep’s, sheep, sheep’s.  7. child’s, children, 
children’s.   8. woman’s, women, women’s.           
9. grandfather’s, grandfathers, grandfathers’.       
10. day’s, days, days’.  11. my grandparents’ farm.  
12. my sister’s desk. 13. Joseph’s coat.  14. a deer’s 
antlers. 15. a ten minutes’ ride.  16. an hour’s delay.  
17. the librarian’s request.  18. the boys’ rowboat.  
19. the coach’s orders.  20. the baby’s toys. 
 

Exercise 13.  Writing the Possessive Case 

 1. pilot’s. 2. Children’s. 3. brother’s.  
4. Lady’s.  5. Pulaski’s.  6. Mary Windeatt’s.   
7. Ladies’.   8. parents’.  9. baby’s.  10. butterfly’s.  
11. umpire’s.  12. Helen’s. 13. gentleman’s.  
14. Indian’s.  15. deer’s.  16. boys’.   17. Charles’s.  
18. soldiers’.  19. Perry’s.  20. Cabots’.  21. vice 
president’s.      22. Saint Lucy’s.  23. minutes’.   
24. brother-in-law’s.  25. whale’s. 
 

Exercise  14.  Nouns Used as Direct Objects  

 1. helps; man.  2. visited; Smithsonian 
Institution.  3. have seen; Mary. 4. knows; things.  
5. watched; race.  6. cause; earthquakes.  7. behold; 
Mother.  8. invented; telephone.  9. killed; brother.  
10. should honor; saints.  11. found; Child.   
12. have; means.  13. dropped; dish.  14. invented; 
telegraph.  15. endowed; libraries.  16. found; pearl.  
17. Have seen; Washington Monument.   
18. exports; olives.  19. offered; Mass.  20. gather; 
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